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punishment in his message [in 1840]. I shall try
for it this winter, not, however, with much hope of
success. Our great Latimer petition was pre-
sented to the Legislature with 62,791 names.
The way we shall use up the Virginians is a cau-
tion to all kidnappers. The Legislature is ready
to do anything for us ; our vote for Sewall last fall
did the business. [The vote for the Liberty party
candidate, Samuel E. Sewall, had the effect to
secure the election of the Democratic candidate,
Governor Morton, for the second time. On each
occasion he was elected by a vote of one, first in
the popular vote, and the second time in the Legis-
lature.] Tell Nathan. Winslow that his son-in-law
[Sewall] came within a hair's breadth of being
governor. But for half a dozen refractory mem-
bers the Whig party in the Legislature would
have voted for him. ... Our town meeting at
Aniesbury comes off next week. As it happens
that at this time there are all over the region
hereaway what are called 'revivals,'and as our
Liberty party active men are mostly deacons, etc.,
they will be kept much at home, and the ' enemy'
will be likely to prevail in one quarter while they
are routing him in another. In other words, if
the Devil can't get the Church, he will take the
State, rather than nothing."

Mr. Whittier's acquaintance with and friendship
for James T. Fields dated back to 1839, and per-
haps earlier. In that year, when Whittier was
collecting material for the " North Star," in Phila-
delphia, Fields contributed a poem, for his collec-
tion. Upon Whittier's return to Massachusetts,